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Hippolytus at Thonon, and had then made seven or eight hundred
converts. From this time he charged himself with the parish of the town,
and established two other catholic parishes in the country. In the beginning
of the year 1599 he had settled zealous clergymen in all the parishes of
the whole territory.

The honours the saint received from the pope, the Duke of Savoy, the
Cardinal of Medicis, and all the church, and the high reputation which
his virtues had acquired him, never made the least impression on his
humble mind, dead to all motions of pride and vanity. His delight was
with the poor: the most honourable functions he left to others, and chose
for himself the meanest and most laborious. Every one desired to have
him for their director, wherever he went: and his extraordinary sweetness,
in conjunction with his eminent piety, reclaimed as many vicious catholics
as it converted heretics. In r 599, he went to Annecy to visit his diocesan,
Granier, who had procured him to be made his coadjutor. The fear of
resisting God, in refusing this charge, when pressed upon him by the
pope, in conjunction with his bishop and the Duke of Savoy, at last ex-
torted his consent; but the apprehension of the obligations annexed to
episcopacy was so strong that it threw him into an illness which had like
to have cost him his life. On his recovery he set out for Rome to receive
his bulls, and to confer with his holiness on matters relating to the mission
to Savoy. He was highly honoured by all the great men at Rome, and
received of the pope the bulls for being consecrated Bishop of Nicopolis
and Coadjutor of Geneva. On this occasion he made a visit of devotion
to Loretto, and returned to Annecy before the end of the year 1599. Here
he preached the Lent the year following, and assisted his father during Ms
last sickness, heard his general confession, and administered to him the
rites of the church.

An illness he was seized with at Annecy made him defer his consecra-
tion. On his recovery he was obliged to go to Paris on affsurs of Ms
diocese, and was received there by all sorts of persons with all the regard
due to Ms extraordinary merit. The king was then at Fpntainebleau;
but the saint was desired to preach the Lent to the court in the chapel
of the Louvre. TMs he did in a manner that charmed every one, and
wrought innumerable wonderful conversions. The duches$es of Mercosur
and Longuevule sent him thereupon a purse of gold: he admired the
embroidery, but gave it back, with thanks to them for honouring Ms
discourses with their presence and good example. He preached a sermon
against the pretended reformation, to prove it destitute of a lawful aussion:
it being begun at Meaux by Peter Clark, a wool-carder, at Pans by
Masson Riviere, a young man called to the ministry by * company of
laymen; and elsewhere after the like manner. TMs sermon converted
many C&lvinists, amongst others the Countess of Perdneiwlle, who WM